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Retinal Detachment with PVR

What is PVR?

PVR is proliferative vitreo-retinopathy; a term used to describe the formation of membranes
over or behind detached retina and in vitreous cavity. These membranes, which are essentially scar
tissues, exert traction on the retina and may result in recurrences of retinal detachment, even after an
initially successful retinal detachment procedure. PVR may be associated with spontaneous
reopening of otherwise successfully treated retinal breaks and may even cause the development of
new retinal breaks. Finally, PVR may be associated with severe distortion and "stiffness" of the
retina, as a result of the contracting membranes. This aspect of the condition not infrequently results
in disappointing visual results, despite the very best of management.
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